
Good Evening
Members and Guests

Wednesday 29 October 2025

The Market Harborough 
Chamber of Trade and Commerce



• 5.00pm Grab yourself a hot drink and RELAX!
• 5.30pm Welcome & Introductions

• Dr Gareth Thomas, President of Market Harborough Chamber of Trade and Commerce

• 5.35pm Market Harborough Building Society
• Tony Patterson, Branch Manager

• 5.45pm Harborough Rewilding Project
• John Richardson, Harborough District Council
• Ben Devine, Leicestershire Wildlife Trust

• 6.15pm Chambers Update
• Dr Gareth Thomas, President of Market Harborough Chamber of Trade and Commerce

• 6.30pm Update from Members of the Chamber & Networking Opportunities
• 7.00pm Close

October Members Meeting Agenda



24 November, 2025

Toby Patterson
Branch Manager
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Chamber Update

Dr Gareth Thomas, President

The Market Harborough 
Chamber of Trade and Commerce



 Help to Grow: Management Programme
Empowering SME Leaders to Build Stronger, Smarter Businesses

Businesses today are constantly balancing:
 Operational demands
 Growth ambitions
 Leadership challenges

The good news:
There’s a proven route that has already helped 12,000+ SMEs across the UK — and it’s coming to Leicester in 
January 2026.

 What You’ll Gain

 Strengthen leadership and management capability
 Improve team relationships and leadership dynamics
 Adopt best-practice approaches that drive business performance
 Access 1:1 mentoring, peer learning, and a Growth Action Plan you can use immediately



 Upcoming Start Dates

 De Montfort University (Leicester Castle Business School) – 7 January 2026
 University of Leicester School of Business – 9 January 2026

 90% government-funded, with both universities providing an additional bursary to cover 
the remaining 10%.

 No cost to participating SMEs.

 Why It’s a Game Changer

Expert-led sessions • National mentoring network • In-person peer learning
Designed to fit around busy schedules — tailored for senior leaders.

 Find Out More

Visit smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
Or get in touch with DMU or University of Leicester to learn more.

Together, we can help local leaders access practical support, build stronger businesses, and 
drive regional growth.

https://smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
https://smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
https://smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
https://smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
https://smallbusinesscharter.org/help-to-grow-management
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Dear Members and Non-Members,

There’s still time to register for The Capital Roadmap: Unlocking Angel & VC Funding — a free, two-part virtual webinar series 
delivered by British Business Bank and Funding Hero.

Designed for ambitious start-ups and scaling SMEs, this series offers practical insights into securing early-stage equity and 
positioning your business for growth.

 Spaces are limited — please share with anyone who could benefit.

 Webinar 1: From Traction to Term Sheet – How to Secure Angel Funding
 Thursday 6 November 2025 | 12:30–13:30 | Online
 Jim Shirley (Funding Hero), Lewis Stringer (British Business Bank), Luke Pulford (Minerva)
 Register Now

 Webinar 2: Inside the VC Mindset – Raising Smarter, Raising Bigger
 Wednesday 26 November 2025 | 12:30–13:30 | Online
 Jim Shirley, Lewis Stringer, Hannah Tapsell Chapman (VC Investor)
 Register Now

 Please share this opportunity with founders and leaders ready to take their business to the next level.

https://lnkd.in/ef5mhtV6
https://lnkd.in/eR_rVQK2


Protect Your Business: Cybersecurity Solutions for SMEs

Cyber-attacks are making the headlines — and small businesses are very much in the firing 
line. Ministers have warned that cyber threats are growing rapidly, and it’s up to all of us to 

stay one step ahead.

 The good news: there’s support available to help you protect your business.

The East Midlands Cyber Security Cluster, funded by Innovate UK and DSIT, is offering fully 
funded workshops designed to strengthen your cyber defences. Sessions will be held at The 

Innovation Centre, DMU, and spaces are limited.

Reserve your place.

https://r1.dotmailer-email.com/c/AQiThgkQ1LqkARj89taaAiDDqYUhSZfuZOY33KEFmRWFphSn2U4i3lL6UFPaswXXI3izBhY


Celebrating Local Heroes: 
Harborough District Community Awards 2025

Winners included:
•Voluntary and Community Group of the Year: The Well

•Young Person of the Year: Ryan Johnson

•Volunteer of the Year (19–59): Sarah Joyce

•Volunteer of the Year (60+): Frank Cooper

•Citizenship Cup: Tor Berry

•Stronger Together: Workplace Impact Award: Café Fifty Five

•Business–Community Impact of the Year (New Award): Welcomm 
Communications



People from across the Harborough district have been honoured for their outstanding 
contributions to their communities at the Harborough District Community Awards 2025, held 
on 9 October at Lutterworth College.

This year’s awards recognised individuals, groups, and businesses that make a real difference to 
local life. Nominations came from across the district, with winners selected by judging panels 
made up of council officers, Voluntary Action LeicesterShire, Harborough Youth Council, local 
businesses, and the Market Harborough Chamber of Trade and Commerce.

The Chamber proudly sponsored the new Business–Community Impact Award, celebrating local 
businesses that give back to their communities.

Special thanks were also given to Inspector Liz Perry for her exceptional service, recently 
recognised nationally as Police Officer of the Year.

Harborough District Council confirmed plans to run the awards again in 2026, continuing to 
shine a light on the people and organisations who make Harborough a special place to live and 
work.



Communications Update

Jo Bluck, Communications Director

The Market Harborough 
Chamber of Trade and Commerce





Update from Members of the 
Chamber & Networking 

Opportunities

The Market Harborough 
Chamber of Trade and Commerce
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